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BACKGROUND  

The purpose of the review is to determine if the building located at 114 Redtail Road is eligible 

for historic designation, which in turn may help in planning for the building.  Since the building 

was built prior to January 1, 1950 and may have historical or historic architectural significance, 

the building met the basic requirements for further review.  There are two major components of 

this evaluation: a determination of significance, and a review of physical integrity. There are 

three potential levels of historic designation: federal, state, and local. An overview of the three 

levels of designation is found in Attachment A.   

 

SITE 

The property is located at 114 Redtail Road in Gilpin County.  Redtail Road is a recently-named 

private dirt road that runs north/south along the west side of the property.  There are two 

historically associated cabins located on adjacent lots; these lots are slightly raised above the 

level of the street and there is a dry stack stone retaining wall along the street.  There is a 

combination wire and wood fence along the boundaries of the two properties, although not 

between the two cabins.  Behind this cabin is a concrete block root cellar.  Parking is along the 

street.  There are a few deciduous shrubs along the front fence, and a large spruce tree on the 

north.  There are aspen trees located between this cabin and the one immediately to the south at 

104 Redtail Road.  The GIS map and the county assessorôs office currently have incorrectly 

flipped the parcel boundaries of the two cabins; on the left is the current incorrect GIS map, 

while the map on the right shows the correct boundaries. This parcel is approximately .200 acres, 

which is not large enough under current zoning code for new construction with a septic field.   
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DESCRIPTION:  114 Redtail Road 

The cabin at 114 Redtail Road is a one-and-a-half story pioneer log building with a frame shed 

roof addition on the rear (east).  Without access to the interior, the form of the cabin could not be 

determined, but it is likely a National Folk: Hall-and-Parlor dwelling.  It was constructed with 

twelve courses of hand-hewn round logs with saddle-notches that have been cut off at the ends; 

the logs, larger than those found on the cabin located to the south, are weathered on the north 

elevation. The original chinking method is unknown; it is currently chinked with a cement 

material.  The log cabin building is 19ô x 15ô and has a side gable asphalt shingle roof.  There is 

a 10.5ô x 16ô frame addition, also with an asphalt shingle roof.  The addition is clad in horizontal 

wood tongue & groove siding with corner boards. There are two stove pipes: one near the 

ridgeline of the east gable roof, and one in the rear addition.  The foundation is stacked rubble 

fieldstone.  The gable ends of the attic floor are clad in horizontal lap wood clapboards. 

 
 

A wood door with four horizontal glass panes is approximately centered in the façade.  

Immediately north of this door is a large, non-historic window; it has an aluminum frame with 

two sashes (no mullion) and a transom sash above.  There is a hood above the window to shed 

snow and water.  The north elevation has a smaller two sash (no mullion) aluminum window in 

the attic level.  A small plywood storage feature is attached to the north elevation of the log 

cabin.  Each of the three sides of the rear addition has a two sash wood window; each sash has 

four panes.  The north side of the rear addition also has a three panel wood door with a fixed 

glass pane in the upper half.   
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            South elevation      East and north elevations 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           South elevation                                                                  Concrete block cellar 

 

The south elevation of the log cabin has a single window on both the first floor and the attic 

level; both window openings have been enlarged and a non-historic aluminum window set 

within.  The lower window had three vertical sashes, while the upper window has a pair of two 

sash windows.   

 

Set within the hill at the rear of the lot is a dry-stacked masonry block stone cellar.  The shallow 

barrel-shaped roof has a parapet edge on the front and rolled asphalt flat metal sheathing.  The 

solid plank wood door has a squared timber lintel.  There is a coursed rubble fieldstone retaining 

wall on either side of the cellar.   
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SIGNIFICANCE  
The following is a result of research on the property relative to the significance criteria for 

landmark designation as adopted by the Gilpin County in September 2005 (see Attachment B:  

Significance Criteria), as well as the criteria for the National Register of Historic Places and the 

Colorado Register of Historic Properties.  A building may be significant in architecture or for 

historical associations.  Furthermore, it may be individually significant, or it may contribute to a 

historic district.   

 

History:  Cabin #2:  Barney family cabin  

There are two historically associated cabins on Redtail Road.  Both cabins appear in historic U.S. 

Geological Survey maps dating back to 1906.  The county assessorôs rough estimate for 

construction is 1900, and the Barney family believes it might date back to 1887.   

 

 
 1906 USGS Map, Black Hawk quadrangle  1942 USGS Map, Black Hawk quadrangle 

 One cabin is partly covered by lettering 

 

The Barney family history tells that the cabins were built for two men who were working a 

nearby mine on the larger parcel surrounding the cabins, so they would not have to travel very 

far while working.  Deed research was conducted to the point where the lots were separated from 

the larger parcel, and thus could not establish an earlier construction date.  The cabinsô 

construction method, however, are consistent with the late nineteenth century.   

 

 History  

In September 1910, Marion S. Wilson sold a large parcel in both Gilpin and Jefferson counties to 

John and Alma Gilfillan for $3,800.00; this transaction included the quarter/quarter section 

containing the two cabins.  However, this sale exempted some land around a house and stables 

on what was formerly known as the ñBoulter Ranch;ò this exemption hampered research prior to 

1910.  The seller may have been Marion Stanage Wilson, who in 1910 was a lawyer in Denver, 

and later was involved in real estate.  Wilson sold the parcel to John E. and Alma M. Gilfillan; 


